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INTRODUCTION:

Hepatitis B Virus (HBV) is a DNA virus of the family hepadnaviridae and causes infectious diseases resulting in liver conditions that could be of immense danger to
human health (WHO, 2015).

There is a 15–25% risk of dying prematurely in adulthood from HBV-related cirrhosis and hepatocellular carcinoma, while a small proportion of those with acute
infections may also succumb to fulminant liver failure (Olayinka et al ., 2016).

Malaria is a mosquito borne disease in humans caused by parasitic protozoans of the genus Plasmodium  (WHO, 2018)

Both Malaria and HBV infections can present with febrile illness associated with generalized body ache, weakness, headache and yellowish sclera as their first
symptoms (Sharif et al ., 2015).

MATERIALS AND METHODS:

The study area, Wukari, is a town in Taraba State in the North-Eastern geopolitical zone of Nigeria. It is located between latitudes 7o51′N and longitudes 9o47′E. A
hospital-based cross-sectional study design was employed.

Analysis was performed using microscopic examination of thick smears and parasitemia (parasites/mL of blood) was calculated in positive cases. Malaria Rapid
Diagnostic Test (RDT) was also carried out.

Serum samples were analyzed for the presence of HBV Surface Antigen (HBsAg), Surface Antibody (HBsAb), Core Antibody (HBcAb), Envelope Antigen (HBeAg)
and Envelope Antibody (HBeAb) using HBV Combo Rapid Test Cassette by Acro Biotech, Inc.

RESULTS/DISCUSSION:

The age range of the study participants was between 0 to 80 years; 34 (48.6%) were males and 36 (51.4%) were females. Four (5.7%) participants were sero-
positive for HBsAg. HBsAb, HBcAb, HBeAg and HBeAb.

 Twenty (28.6%) of the participants were sero-positive for malaria. This comprised of 7 males and 13 females representing 20.6% of the male and 36.1% of the
females respectively.

The distribution of parasitaemia by gender across the participants showed that 24 (34.3%) had Plasmodium  parasitaemia, out of which 9 were males and 15 were
females representing 26.5% of the males and 41.7% of the females respectively.

In this study there was no coinfection of Hepatitis B virus and malaria, despite both having prevalence of 5.7% and 34.3% respectively.
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