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Introduction

• Potato (Solanum tuberosum L.) is mostly
cultivated in Cameroon in the Western
Highlands.

• Production constraints are exerted on this
crop by many pathogens including viruses.

• This study aimed at assessing the
perception of farmers on the virus diseases
that can affect potatoes, and to identify the
control methods adopted against them.

Methodology

• A semi-structured survey was carried out
among 230 farmers in 24 villages of the
Western Highlands zone of Cameroon.

Results

Data Analysis
• The chi-square test (χ2) was used to
evaluate the significance at the 5%
probability threshold, using the MedCalc
v15.8 software.
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▪ Several control techniques are being adopted

against insects in potato cultivation:

• 100% of farmers opt for chemical control,
• 77.83% for scrubbing, 
• 70.44% for crop rotation, 
• 63.91% for weeding, 
• 15.22% for fallow,
• 7.39% for intercropping ,
• 4.78% for plant extracts. 

Figure: Percentage of quotes on knowledge of
potato viruses

• According to Mondedji et al. (2015), African
market gardeners mainly use synthetic products
to reduce pest damage.

• Very few producers are aware of the existence
of the viruses, as reported by Biao et al. (2018).

Conclusion

• The concept of viral disease and its
transmission are little known by potato
producers in the Western Highlands of
Cameroon.

Perspectives

• Faced with these results, it is imperative to
train producers with regard to potato virus
diseases and their management, in order to
help to improve yields.

Discussion

• Chenopodium ambrosioides has been the most
cited plant species in the fight against insects.
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